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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ONE GOD. AMEN.

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!

My Beloved, Priests, Deacons, Servants, Members of Church Committees, and all the Congregation, my
sincerest congratulations to you all for this Glorious Feast of the Resurrection that we celebrate tonight.

Obviously this year’s feast comes at a unique time in the history of the Church and the history of the
world. These truly are unprecedented times that we are witnessing today and because of that, many are
struggling to find the same power and the same joy in this year’s feast.

I know that many are sick and suffering with ailment in the body. Others are anxious and suffering with
ailment in the soul. Still others are struggling to understand what is happening and where is God in the
midst of all the chaos and confusion and uncertainty which surrounds us.

I want you to know that I feel your pain and I understand your anxieties and I am praying for you all.
But I also want you to know that God has not left us alone - not even for a single moment.

“CAN A WOMAN FORGET HER NURSING CHILD, AND NOT HAVE COMPASSION ON THE

SON OF HER WOMB? SURELY THEY MAY FORGET, YET I WILL NOT FORGET YOU. SEE, I

HAVE INSCRIBED YOU ON THE PALMS OF MY HANDS; YOUR WALLS ARE CONTINUALLY
BEFORE ME.” ISAIAH 49:15

“FOR I, THE LORD YOUR GOD, WILL HOLD YOUR RIGHT HAND, SAYING TO YOU, ‘FEAR
NOT, I WILL HELP YOU.” ISAIAH 41:13

Let us remember that when we are troubled or afraid or attacked by doubt. Let us remember that God’s
love and His power are not limited by the physical walls of the church. His resurrection gives new life
to all and no virus can stop that. He is the Incarnate Son of God - the Eternal Logos of God the Father
— who appeared in flesh and lived on earth for the sake of man whom He created. The Immortal One,
the One who “DWELLS IN UNAPPROACHABLE LIGHT, WHOM NO MAN HAS SEEN OR CAN
SEE” (1 TIMOTHY 6:16) did manifest Himself for us, “we who were sitting in darkness and in the
shadow of death”, as we say in the Liturgy of St. Basil.

And He did so for a purpose. To defeat the final enemy. Death. As St. Athanasius wrote in his famous
book, On the Incarnation,

“WHEN SOME GREAT KING ENTERS A LARGE CITY AND DWELLS IN ONE OF ITS
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HOUSES; BECAUSE OF HIS DWELLING IN THAT SINGLE HOUSE, THE WHOLE CITY IS
HONORED, AND ENEMIES AND ROBBERS CEASE TO MOLEST IT. EVEN SO IS IT WITH
THE KING OF ALL; HE HAS COME INTO OUR COUNTRY AND DWELT IN ONE BODY
AMIDST THE MANY, AND IN CONSEQUENCE THE DESIGNS OF THE ENEMY AGAINST
MANKIND HAVE BEEN FOILED AND THE CORRUPTION OF DEATH, WHICH FORMERLY
HELD THEM IN ITS POWER, HAS SIMPLY CEASED TO BE. FOR THE HUMAN RACE
WOULD HAVE PERISHED UTTERLY HAD NOT THE LORD AND SAVIOR OF ALL THE SON
OF GOD, COME AMONG US TO PUT AN END TO DEATH.”

ST. ATHANASIUS, ON THE INCARNATION

Death, which had reigned over us, reigns no more. The King of glory is risen from the dead and the
grave has been defeated! We are now free to live as conquerors in the world and nothing - including
pain, sickness or quarantine - can take that away.

In the book of Acts, chapter 16, there is an account of Paul and Silas being arrested and imprisoned for
preaching the Name of Christ. They were beaten and thrown into the inner prison, having their feet
fastened in the stocks.

But how did they respond to this tribulation? What did they do? Did they weep or mourn or get angry
at God? No! Quite the opposite!

“BUT AT MIDNIGHT PAUL AND SILAS WERE PRAYING AND SINGING HYMNS TO GOD,
AND THE PRISONERS WERE LISTENING TO THEM.” ACTS 16:25

Instead of complaining, they praised. Instead of focusing on what was wrong, they focused on what
was right. Instead of seeing death and misery all around, they chose to lift their eyes up and praise their
risen King — He who sits above the circle of the earth and holds the universe in the palm of His hands.

My beloved, let that be our attitude as well. Let us praise our risen Savior, the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, and let us celebrate the victory that He has given us this night. Nothing can take that away. And
while we all look forward to the day that we can be together again in the physical church building, let

us remember that He is still Emmanuel, God with us, and that does not change based on our physical
location.

As St. Irenaeus wrote in the 2™ century,

“WHEREVER THE CHURCH IS, THERE IS ALSO THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND WHERE THE
SPIRIT OF GOD IS, THERE IS THE CHURCH AND THE FULLNESS OF GRACE.”
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While the world may look very different this Easter, what remains the same is the victory that Christ
has accomplished for us. Our Lord is risen from the dead! By death He has trampled down death and
bestowed life upon those in the tombs. And for that, let us sing and rejoice!

May God fill all our hearts with His peace and His joy. And may He fill our homes with His Presence
this night and throughout this coming holy 50 days where we celebrate the risen Lord daily. Through
the intercessions of the Mother of God, St. Mary, and through the prayers of our holy Father and
Shepherd His Holiness Pope Tawadros II.

Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!

Bishop Peter

Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of North & South Carolina & Kentucky.
And Papal Vicar of the Churches of Virginia.
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